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TEACHING SPEAKING FOR NON-LINGUISTIC UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WITH 
DIFFERENT BASIC TRAINING LEVELS 

(BASED ON THE TEXTBOOK «NEW ENGLISH FILE» FOR BACHELORS) 
 

Abstract 
  Actual problems of modernizing the system of foreign language education, insufficient 
development of practical tasks of teaching speaking in foreign languages determined the need to 
identify ways to overcome difficulties in teaching speaking in English to the students of non-
linguistic universities in a group with different basic training levels. The main objects facing the 
teacher of English language of the non-linguistic university are to plan, select and use useful 
methods of teaching speaking, which make it possible to improve the basic knowledge of the 
English language among students for successful communication. This article touches upon some 
aspects of the formation of speech competence associated with the practice of communication in 
English. In particular, the emphasis is on teaching speaking and understanding English in non-
linguistic universities. The article is also based on the experience of teaching English language 
and educational-methodological support of this process on the example of using the textbook 
«New English File».  
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Introduction: Nowadays interest in learning foreign languages is growing steadily. 
Thanks to the good knowledge of languages, the future specialist becomes freer in social and 
economic terms. International economic and political integration leads to the involvement of a 
large number of specialists from different scientific fields in the direct implementation of 
international scientific and technical relations. Students who are fluent in foreign languages are 
required for effective interaction with carriers of another culture in household and professional 
levels of interaction. The need of society for high-quality language education is supported by the 
state, which is expressed in the manifestation of new concepts of education, characterized by a 
personality-oriented approach and the usage of the communicative method of teaching a foreign 
language. Despite the variety of methods and means of teaching speaking, there are no universal 
techniques. Their application should be carried out within the framework of the general 
pedagogical system, taking into consideration different basic language levels of students, goals 
and content of training. The use of any of the methods must have an appropriate methodological 
base. In foreign language learning process students have different level of training, which creates 
certain difficulties in mastering speaking skills. In this case, the teacher of the non-linguistic 
university faces a difficult task  to improve the basic knowledge of a foreign language among 
the students, both with a high and low level of language proficiency. Motivational component 
when teaching to speak a foreign language is the basis for a successful educational process in the 
course «Foreign language» to the students of the 1st course. Thus, the theme of this article 
«Teaching speaking for non-linguistic university students with different basic training levels» 
remains relevant.  

Methodology. Speaking is a productive type of speech activity, with the help of which 
(together with listening) verbal communication is carried out, and its content is the expression of 
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pronunciation, lexical and grammatical skills, which are the most essential areas of teaching 
speaking [1., 23] Thus, the acquisition of communicative competence is the main goal of 
teaching foreign language.  

In the process of teaching speaking, it is also necessary the use of speech, language and 
content supports, contributing to the retention of logical chain of facts and clarification of the 
communicational situation [2., 68].  

Results. In our experiment fourteen students of the 104 - group (Faculty of Law, specialty 

students chose dialogue, and the remaining 36.5% - listening.  Thus, the survey revealed the need 
for developing speaking skills of students. Mostly, the participants in the experiment (86.5%) 
chose the dialogue or monologue speech and work in pairs. The next stage of the experiment 
involved the development and conducting a series of lessons using techniques to overcome 
difficulties in learning to speak.  

  According to Novgorodova E.E., mastering a monologue speech is a simultaneous 
creation of a semantic and speech communication program [3., 37]. The purpose of the 
monologue is determined by the speech situation, which must be created in the lesson.  
Also, in the experimental task students were encouraged to continue a phrase taken from the 

-intermediate (Unit 5A. p.54) such as
good is  

- Is it a useful and interesting thing? 
- Is it safe for my life? 
- Do I really like to do it?   

The experiment was carried out during the first term of the academic year, and at the end 
of the first term, all groups of non-linguistic specialties passed the final testing in English 
language. Experimental students got 20% more points in comparison with the students who did 
not participated in the experiment.  

Discussion. Speaking is a main language skill. It is the primary way in which students 
communicate information. When we ask students how well they can function in a second 

whi
range of skills beyond grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation, though these are the main 
building blocks that enable a message to be understandable.  

The skills involved in how language learners interact with others in different ways are 
called communicative competencies [4., 45]. Speaking as a language skill also involves these 
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While it is a bit of an exaggeration, language learners clearly feel that language classroom 
based on speaking practice does not prepare them for the real world. Why do students often 
highlight listening and speaking as their biggest problems? Partly because of the demands of 
listening and speaking and partly because of the way speaking is often taught. It usually consists 
of language practice activities (question-answer tasks, discussions, information-gap activities, 
role-plays and etc.) or is used to practice a specific grammar point. Neither teaches patterns of 
real interaction [5., 67].  
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So what can teachers of English do in the language classroom to prepare students for real 
interaction? First of all, we should analyze the following questions:  

- What do students need? 
- Practical suggestions. 
- What language should I teach? 
- How do I get students to use new language? 
- Further reading  

   In order to prepare our student
 

- An awareness of formal and informal language and practice at choosing appropriate language 
for different situations;  
- The awareness that informal spoken language is less complex than written language;  
- The ability to understand different listening situations;  
- To be taught patterns of real interaction. 
- To have intelligible pronunciation and be able to cope with streams of speech. 

     In our experiment in order to answer and satisfy the need of the students, we used the 
main textbook «New English File» for our 1st course students in the language classroom. This 
textbook is well-organized for each level. There are useful exercises, speaking tasks and role-
plays for teaching speaking skills. In the dialogue, skills and abilities of unprepared speech are 
developed, in a monologue students train prepared speech.  

    Students of non-linguistic specialties of the university, as usually do not have a high 
level of proficiency in foreign language, and different levels of training and ability of language 
acquisition is difficult as for the teacher and for the students. Presentation of the main research 
material with substantiation of the obtained scientific results. The most effective way to 
overcome this situation is open discussion, when students themselves will be able to offer their 
own solutions. Initially at this stage, it is necessary to analyze each of the student. This can be 
done by suggesting fill out questionnaires with questions: what types of work and what language 
skills do you like the most to improve in the classroom, would you like to develop how you 
prefer to work: in individually or in a group?  

After the survey, the teacher should conduct an analysis of answers and discuss them with 
students. When working in pairs, the distribution of students depends on the type of activity. 

- ve. The 
main purpose of this scheme is to help a student with good basic knowledge but has a low level 
of language proficiency. Along the way working with a group, it is important to track the effects. 

In group work with the involvement of all students in the classroom, it is proposed to work 
with different speaking tasks. The weaker ones are offered to do the task in a simple form, with 
simple grammatical constructions and lexical units, but not to the extent that students with a high 
level of language proficiency carry out. The most productive way to work in a group is mixed 
activities in the language learning process. Moreover, each student has the opportunity to 
communicate with the rest of the other members of the group in a short time to complete the 
given task. This approach will help weak students and open up new opportunities for the strong. 
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- has a very short name 
-  
- an unusual name  

 The potential for this kind of mixed exercise is endless. Such types of the mixed exercises 
give the opportunity to work out a certain language structure, provide supervised teaching 
practice, and develop opportunity for further free discussion.  

The next necessary aspect in working with a group of students with a heterogeneous level 
of training is a creation of different tasks for each level. For example, the number of questions 
for understanding the text can be different, for the students who have a higher level of English, 
texts should be more complex and voluminous in terms of content. The proposed version of the 
work assumes that weak students could answer many questions during the lesson and this type of 
tasks help them to improve their speaking skills and language level.   

Before asking questions, it is necessary to determine which of the students will be able to 
answer them, but if the preparation of a weak student allows to give an answer, then it is 
necessary to ask him. It is also necessary to take into account the fact that when setting the 
closed questions, answers will be given immediately by stronger students, and the weak students 

consideration this point.  
When correcting mistakes, it is necessary to take into account the language level of the 

students. When evaluating a strong student's answers, it is necessary to be tactful, identifying 
shortcomings and pointing out mistakes, and also selectively correct mistakes of a weaker 
student. In both cases, the teacher needs to encourage language learners, and maintain interest in 
their further training of speaking skills.  

The proposed homework should be different on the complexity of execution. Exercises in 
written form demonstrate individual skills, and their analysis can identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of each student who may not have been identified during the English lesson. The 
purpose of all of the above techniques is to create favorable working atmosphere in the group, 
selection of speaking activities suitable for students of different level and ensure successful 
learning in a foreign language.  

Conclusion. The results obtained from the experiment allow us to conclude that the 
success of teaching speaking skills largely depends on using suitable approach and creating the 
most favorable psychological conditions for each student. The results collected from the 
experiment will be very useful for conducting further investigation in development of speaking 
skills of the students who have different language levels in the classroom.  
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